A Letter from Sarah Orne Jewett to Mary Jewett
[Nd, np - but apparently from Boston MA and written during Madame Blanc’s first visit
- circa Thanksgiving, 1893 c f Letter E-6]
(in sleeve marked E-3)
Friday morning
Dear Mary,
I send you a long and appealing letter from the Judge to make up for mine which is likely to
be short I am so late in beginning it. “The Company” eagerly expects to take the half past three train
on the Eastern road Monday afternoon so as to get there at six. I should come by day but we are
going to have the French luncheon
P]

that day. And then it is always pleasant to get home then. I am going to send down some things on
Monday [:] some squab and chicken to broil as I did before. & lettuce which is much beseemed. If
you or Annie think of anything please speak tomorrow. Mrs. Fields can be put in Mother’s room and
then she can just as well come into my room to sleep. They will have to leave on Friday morning for
without thinking they promised
[3]
to go out to the Annex Friday afternoon. Last night we drove out and spent an hour at Alice’s and
found her much better and Craigie House22 more cheerful than I have seen it in a long time, and
afterward we went to the Nortons and had another pleasant hour. Madame Blanc looked so
handsome in a dark purple velvet dress with lace [,] but she is nicest in the morning with a delightful
old French lace hood and little cape that she comes down to
[4]
breakfast in. I shall take up her tea and toast if she likes but she has taken to coming down and eating
[,] also oatmeal. There are so many things that I long to tell you that I don’t have time to write about.
I am glad that Carrie’s cold is ameliorating and that Jemison [?] is there, but I must stop and write the
rest another time.
With ever so much love
Sarah.
I was really sorry not to go to New York but I don’t feel quite up to such
[Cross-written on p. 1]

22 Craigie House was the name of Henry W. Longfellow’s home in Cambridge, MA. Alice was HWL’s
daughter - a good friend of both SOJ and AF.
2l Madame Therese Blanc (Th. Bentzon) (1840-1907) - a French literary critic of substance who favorably
reviewed A Country Doctor in 1884, and then translated some of SOJ’s work into French. After several years of
an epistolary correspondence, SOJ and Madame Blanc met in France in 1892. Blanc visited SOJ in Berwick for
Thanksgiving in 1893 (Blanchard pp. 266-267) - and returned to Boston in April of 1894. She visited Berwick
again in May of 1897 - a month after Carrie’s death. SOJ saw her in France in 1898s (Blanchard pp. 305-310).

things, and it is far better not to begin. Don’t you think so? I think you would get more joy out of [?]
starring [??] it in the provinces than I should [ - ] but the time may come!! and what a troupe we
should be!!

